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hat makes a well designed piece of beadwork?
How do you create a unified, harmonious piece
so completely balanced and whole that nothing
added or taken away would improve it?
Emphasizing differences is one way.
Contrast is the opposite of concordance. A composition needs
contrast because too much visual
similarity becomes monotonous.
Imagine if everything in your dayto-day life was the same shade
of the same color. There would
be few cues to help you make a
visual distinction between your
beads and, say, your lunch. We
need contrast not only for visual
distinction, but for pleasure:
variety can add zest and delight
to life.
The more contrast you use, the
more dynamic and energetic your
work. If you like high drama, begin by emphasizing differences.
The major ways to create contrast among colors are by using
differences in color properties:
value (dark and light), intensity
(dull and vivid), hue (the actual
colors), extension (the physical amount of color used), and
temperature. To create contrast,
vary these properties of color. The
easiest contrasts to discern are
those of value and hue.
But don’t limit your exploration
of emphasizing differences only
to the realm of color. Contrast

basic design elements. Juxtapose
straight lines against curves,
diagonals against horizontals,
blocks of color against spheres
of color. String patterned beads
next to solid colored beads and
squares shapes next to ovals.
Play with contrasting finishes and
materials. Combine smooth beads
with faceted, irregular, or chunky
beads. Place shiny metallics next
to flat matte finishes.
In single strand necklaces, a
contrast in size piques interest. A
strand of large, faceted amethyst
chunks separated by spacers and
seed beads is far more intriguing
than a strand of amethyst beads
that are all the same size.

I’ve emphasized hue difference in this tapestry:
there are over 30 very different colors.The piece is
exciting because of this emphasis on a wide array
of vivid colors. It is unified by the colors sharing
similar intensity.
That Silver Ribbon of Road, 2003
Margie Deeb (with weaving help from Frieda Bates)

Texture contrasts are both visually
and tactilely fascinating. Everyone loves to touch fringe laden
with different sized beads. Add
texture to seed bead weaving by
introducing larger beads, peyote
ruffles, kinky fringe, or netting.
But be careful with contrast. Too
many contrasting elements overwhelm and confuse the viewer.
When exploring contrast, aim for
balance and unity. l

For more of Margie’s Muse visit http://margiedeeb.com/html/muse.php

An emphasis on varied texture adds depth and
intrigue to this bead embroidered bracelet. How
dull it would have been had the artist maintained
similar texture throughout the background.
Stingray, 2010
Yoli Pastuszak
https://www.facebook.com/beadsiren
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About Margie

Artist, designer, author, musician, and color expert Margie Deeb is the
first to publish color information specifically addressing the challenges
presented by glass beads. Her books include the popular The Beader’s
Guide to Color and The Beader’s Color Palette, which the Library Journal
voted the Best Craft How-To book of 2009. Margie discussed her approach to color on a 2008 episode of the PBS TV show “Beads, Baubles
and Jewels.”
Margie conducts color courses for artists, interior designers, and beaders throughout the US. She teaches online classes in at CraftEdu. Her
art is featured in galleries across the country and in many books.
Twice a year she publishes the invaluable Color Report for Bead & Jewelry Designers, in conjunction with Pantone® the world’s
global color authority.
Her articles have appeared in Bead & Button and Beadwork magazines, and she writes a regular color column in Step-by-Step Beads
and Softflex website.
Become a fan on Facebook, or visit Margie’s website for her online
classes, books, kits, jewelry, inspiration, and more:

www.MARGIEDEEB.COM
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Take Online Classes
with Margie
Take my beading and color classes online!
• Access classes on your schedule: anytime day or night!
• Printable handouts (PDF form) available with every class
• Prices range from $9.00 per class to $75.00 per class
• Class accessible to you 12 views over the course of a year
View free tutorials and free previews for every class.

Click to see all of
Margie’s CraftEdu classes

Which Would You Buy?

Earrings by Margie Deeb
Photo by Anonymous Mobile Device

Earrings by Margie Deeb
Photo by Margie Deeb

Sell More Jewelry with
Professional Photos by
Margie Deeb
Present your jewelry professionally and beautifully. Quality
images, especially those depicting open shadows and precise
detail, add to the perceived value of your jewelry. No more
mobile phone photos! Have your work represented by
professional photos shot by a professional jewelry artist and
photographer. Margie Deeb will photograph your jewelry for:
• Etsy sales
• Website of blog sales
• contest submissions

• book submissions
• marketing
• gallery or portfolio showcase

Email Margie Deeb today: margie@margiedeeb.com
See Margie’s photography in The Beader’s Color Palette

New Client Special: $40 per shot

(one time only)

Standard Cost: $
 50 per piece or 3 pieces for $100
(plus shipping, handling, and insurance)
You get: 1
 to 2 shots from different angles and 4 digital
versions of each shot:
• 72 x 72 pixel thumbnail/icon
• 6” x 4”(approx.) 72 ppi (medium size for web)
• 8.5” x 6.4”(approx.) 72 ppi (large for web)
• 6.375” x 4.8”(approx.) 300 ppi (for print)
All shots white balanced and photo retouched
as necessary. I send you a CD with master tiff images
for brochures or print media and optimized jpg images
to load directly to your site.
Options: On or off-form, black, grey, or white background
Size Limitations:U
 p to 18” high
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ask the

Color Queens
Quarterly Color Journal

Insights from a Dynamic Duo you won’t want to miss.
Subscribe to your Free Quarterly Color Journal!

color@margiedeeb.com
Author of The Beader’s
Color Palette: 20 Creative Projects and 220
Inspired Combinations
for Beaded and Gemstone Jewelry
and
The Beader’s Guide to Color
Margie Deeb

Author of Eye For
Color: Interchangeable
Templates and Color
Wheel System,
and
Beaded Colorways:
Creating Freeform Beadweaving
Projects and Palletes
Beverly Ash Gilbert
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Instant Learning Guides

Master Color
One-on-One with
Margie
Download the
Instant Color Wheel Guide
PDF now
Do you know how to use that gorgeous color wheel you own?
Because most of us don’t have the
time to do all the things we love, I
designed this INSTANT GUIDE to
get you up and running in 10 minutes. It’s easy to understand, and
full of examples.
You will:
• learn how to read any color wheel
• learn to combine colors
• learn to map 7 powerful color
schemes, leading to infinite workable variations
• understand the importance of
combining pure hues, tints, and
shades
• become more confident with
color
Because the color wheel is applicable to any medium that uses
color, I’ve included photography,
beadwork, paintings, and photography to illustrate color schemes and
examples. You’ll fall in love with
color all over again. ($3.95 digital
download).

Download
7 Strategies for Extracting Palettes
PDF now
Rachel D. wrote to me asking:
“I have a question about working
with beads that are multi-colored.
I have purchased lampwork glass
beads that are made up of at least
3 colors. I would like to know if I
should choose 1 color out of the
multi-color bead and use as an
accent bead or just use plain clear
glass beads as accents? I hear different opinions.”
I created 7 Strategies for Extracting Palettes to address this critical
issue for bead artists. It provides
7 color and design approaches
to making jewelry and beads
for existing beads and palettes.
From one-color cabbed stones, to
multi-colored fabric or focal beads,
there’s a strategy listed to guide you
to great jewelry making.
Fire up your creativity and boost
your confidence in choosing and
applying the perfect colors. ($3.95
digital download).

Take your artistry to a higher level.
Spend 3 months learning from the
master of color one-on-one.
Examine your strengths and
weaknesses, and get on the path to
discovering your true color voice.
In this consultation process you
will:
• Discover more of your color voice
• Raise your artistry to a new level
• Have your current worked critiqued
• Create new work for critique
• Become an empowered artist
You and your artwork
will be forever changed.

Register now.

Learn the most critical secret to
making dynamic, powerful color
combinations. A 33-page PDF for
instant purchase and download

Click for details...
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A Good Color Report Never Goes Out Of Style
The seasonal Color Report
for Bead & Jewelry
Designers is full of...
• Ideas
• Inspiration from today’s
leading bead artists
• Delica, Swarovski, and
Gemstone References

Download the
Fall/Winter 2011 PDF

Download the
Spring/Summer 2011 PDF

Download the
Fall/Winter 2010 PDF

Download the
Spring/Summer 2010 PDF

Download the
Fall/Winter 2009 PDF

Download the
Spring/Summer 2009 PDF

• Color palettes
• Color harmony tips
In the suggested palettes section of
each page, I reference Pantone colors
from previous Color Reports (and
give the specific issue). You can find
the corresponding Swarovski and
Delica numbers in the previous issues, along with suggested gemstones
that represent each color. These issues will always be available online
so that you’ll have the resources you
need to continue creating great color
schemes.
Responses to Margie’s Color Report for
Bead & Jewelry Designers:
“I really like the color report - particularly
because there are colors that I probably
would not have considered or noticed and
this gives new directions to travel. I also
REALLY appreciated the listing of the
gemstones.”
- Kathy L.
“Very helpful. I tend to work in certain
palettes over and over again, but seeing a
different palette helps me move out of my
comfort zone.”
- Susan K.

Download the
Fall/Winter 2008 PDF

Download the
Spring/Summer 2008 PDF
7

MARGIEDEEB.COM
The Bead Artists’ First, Only, & Complete Source for Color Mastery

The Beader’s Color Palette: 20 Creative Projects and 220 Inspired Combinations for Beaded and Gemstone Jewelry Gather from history, culture,
and our planet to create stunning color schemes for beaded creations.
(Paperback, 192 pages) $24.95 US Dollars
The only book of its kind written specifically for
bead artists, The Beader’s Guide to Color teaches
beaders of all levels everything they need to know
about color to create unique and vibrant beadwork designs. Margie discusses psychological and
symbolic color associations, and ways in which
color can be used to create and accentuate pattern,
rhythm, and movement. 21 color schemes are described and illustrated in detail with accompanying
projects for all skill levels. (Paperback, 144 pages)
$21.95 US Dollars

Beading Her Image illustrates the power and
beauty of the feminine in 15 seed bead patterns for
peyote, brick, square stitch, and loomwork. Women
from a wide range of times and cultures are woven
into tapestries, necklaces, and bracelets. The stunning and gorgeous color palettes that artist Margie
Deeb is known for adorn each piece.

Artist, designer,
musician, and
color expert
Margie Deeb is
the author of
several beading
books, including
the popular The
Beader’s Guide
to Color and The
Beader’s Color Palette. Her color
palette book was named the Best
Craft How-To Book of 2009 by the
prestigious Library Journal.
She teaches color courses for artists,
interior designers, and beaders. Her
free monthly color column, “Margie’s
Muse,” is available on her website.
She produces a free graphically
enhanced podcast, “Margie Deeb’s
Color Celebration,” available on
iTunes.
Her articles have appeared in Bead
& Button and Beadwork magazines, and she writes a regular color
column in Step-by-Step Beads.
She has appeared on the PBS show
“Beads, Baubles, and Jewels”
speaking about color. Visit Margie’s
website for her books, patterns,
jewelry, inspiration, and more.

Margie’s Blog:
colorforbeadartists.com

Includes loom building instructions, finishing split
loom necklace instructions, and peyote, brick, and
looming instructions. (Paperback, 44 pages)
$19.95 US Dollars

Out On A Loom is a creative journey through color,
design, and form for the beginning to intermediate
level seed bead artist.
The soft cover book features 32 full-color pages of
detailed instructions, patterns, illustrations, and
diagrams for creating loom woven bracelets, minitapestries and split loom necklaces. Professional
and creative finishing techniques are provided so
each finished project can be a work of art.
(Paperback, 36 pages)
$19.95 US Dollars

Join Margie’s color coterie:
margiedeeb.com/newsletter
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